Douglas Southall Freeman High School
Regular PTSA Board Meeting
October 3, 2011
DSF Leadership Conference Room
PTSA President, Ann Slough called the meeting to order at 5:01pm.
Present:
President:  		Ann Slough			
Corresponding Sec.:  	LeeAnn Young
Recording Secretary: 	 Jennifer Hollis
lst VP Membership:  	Joan Thornhill
2nd VP FACT:  		Cheryl Pacious
3rd VP Freeman Fund.:	Renee Riggs 
Country Council:		Miriam Tice
Treasurer:  		Alison Wayland
Baccalaureate:  		Liz Siebers 	
Directory:  		Katherine West & Mary Kay Jarrett
Lay Advisory:  		Cindy Harper
Legislation:  		Ann-Cabell Williams
Signal:  			Wendy Daniel
Volunteers:  		Suzanne Hendrix
Parliamentarian:		Becky Akers	
Principal	:		Anne Poates
Faculty Rep:		Laura Jones	
Student Rep:		Lauren			
PTSA President:
Ann Slough welcomed everyone.   See attached Agenda.

Introductions made:
 Lauren is a sophomore and student PTSA Rep.  Amongst other things, Lauren is a Rebelette, a member of the History Club and played on the JV soccer team.
Laura Jones is the new Faculty PTSA Rep.  She previously taught in Augusta and Harrisonburg.  
Updated Roster was passed around for any necessary corrections, additions, etc. 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
MOTION 1 (See Motion 1):  Suzanne Hendrix, Volunteer Co-Chair, moved to approve the Meeting Minutes from 9/12/11.  
Second:  Kathryn West, Directory Co-Chair, seconded Motion.
Motion Carried; no discussion

Principal’s Report:  Anne Poates reported:   

· There will be a program for Parents of Seniors on 10/6/11 at 6:30pm in the auditorium.
· 10/12/11 is a BUSY day – Sophomores & Juniors will take the PSATs; Juniors & Seniors have been invited to Convocation (after PSATs) and there will be a FACT Meeting.
·  College Night will be on 11/1/11 at Tucker High School;  Juniors and Seniors are encouraged to attend.
· 11/6/11 – a Suicide Prevention Program will begin at Freeman.  The faculty has been trained and it will be part of the PE curriculum for 10th graders.  Freeman & Godwin will partner together to introduce this program to parents on the evening of 12/6 (See Ms. Crowder with questions/comments).
· Ms. Poates reported on Back to School Night.  She said it was a success.  Next year it may start at 6:30pm in order to add 1-2 additional minutes in the classroom.  Other schools are already doing this.
· 9/20 – HAT testing for sophomores – this is practice for writing test that is taken in March.
· Areas of concern at Freeman that are being addressed; graduation rate and SOL writing skills of ‘sub” groups.  Also, county-wide, high schools are working on improving SAT scores.
·  There continues to be an increase in enrollment for AP classes.
· This year there is a community-wide focus on anti-bullying – “Silence Hurts.”  This is a chance to step up against bullying instead of being a bystander; students are encouraged to use the anonymous tip line to report any type of bullying.
· There will be a Connect-Ed message reminding parents that there will be a Principals Coffee the first Wednesday of each month in the Teacher’s Cafeteria.
· Parents are invited to the Senior Convocation on 10/12/11 at 2pm in the gym.
Important Dates:
· 10/12/11 PSAT Day (This year Henrico County is paying for BOTH Juniors & Sophomores to take PSATs)
Senior Convocation
FACT Program
11/1/11 Countywide College/Career Night at Tucker

· Faculty Report:  Laura Jones reported:
· Laura Jones reported that she is impressed with the students at Freeman; she is enjoying the kids and they’ve been wonderful to her.
President’s Report:  Ann Slough reported:
· Ann Slough distributed the Parliamentarian notebook to Becky Akers.
· On 9/14/11, Ann attended the faulty meeting and encouraged teachers & staff to join the PTSA and explained the Teachers Fund.
· On 9/10/11, Ann attended the Richmond District PTA Training Leadership program.  See attached report.  
· The 2011 PTA Convention is November 4-5, 2011 in Richmond.  Ann registered as an “Early Bird.”
· Ann discussed the Mary Beth Graff Scholarship Fund.  This is a scholarship set-up for special needs education assistance.  Last year $2000.00 was split between 2 Godwin students and 1 female student at Deep Run.

Treasurer’s Report:  Alison Wayland reported:
· Explained Budget vs. Actual balance sheet.
· Expressed her opinion that the PTA spends the money that is collected each year during that year.  Many others agreed.
· Mr. Steele sent an e-mail requesting funds for the cafeteria (confidential fund) for students who don’t have enough money for lunch.
BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
MOTION 2 (See Motion 2):  Alison Wayland, Treasurer, moved to give a $200.00 check to DSF (Marion Carter) for money for Virginia (cafeteria supervisor) to use for the confidential student fund.
Second:  Wendy Daniel, Signals Volunteer, seconded Motion.
Motion Carried; no discussion
· Alison said to drop off any check requests/reimbursement in the PTSA mailbox at Freemen or to her house on Sweetbriar Drive.  Mr. Steele sent an e-mail requesting funds for the cafeteria (confidential fund) for students who don’t have enough money for lunch.
After Graduation:  Ann Slough reported:
· Amy Ludwin (Caroline Helms mom) will Chair the After-Graduation Party.
Membership Report:  Joan Thornhill reported:
· 1059  members to date (which is more than last year).
· A notice was sent to teachers about getting forms collected.
Programs Report:  Cheryl Pacious reported:
· Cheryl Pacious explained Rachel’s Challenge and introduced Miss Ms. Hunnicutt as the staff contact.  
· See Attached Report:  “Rachel’s Challenge is coming to Freeman October 27!”
· 10/27/11 – Evening Program for Rachel’s Challenge for parents and community (5:00-6:00pm in Auditorium).
· 2 FACT DATES:
· 10/12/11 – Jim Astrove, Director of Technology at St. Catherine’s School, “Teens, Technology & Tethering:  How to Navigate in Cyber Space with Your Child” at 9AM in DSF Teachers Lounge
· 11/16/11 – Denise Miller from Commonwealth Parenting – “How to Keep Your Teen Alcohol and Drug Free.”
· Cheryl looking for suggestion for any programs.
Freeman Fund:  Renee Riggs reported:
· See actual Freeman Fund numbers on attached budget.
· Sharon Boyles submitted a request for Funds on behalf of the English Department for new buzzers that are needed for Quiz Bowl competition.  Cost is $489 (deluxe) or $289 (basic).
· Renee Riggs to speak briefly at Back to School Night and basically say if you haven’t already done so, please donate to the Freeman Fund.
BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
MOTION 3 (See Motion 3):  Renee Riggs, 3rd VP Freeman Fund, moved to appropriate $489.00 to Ms. Boyles and the English Dept. for Deluxe new buzzers for the Quiz Bowl Competition. 
Second:  Laura Jones, Faculty Rep., seconded Motion.
Motion Carried; no discussion
· It was determined that the money in the FACT Fund/budget will be used for Rachel’s Challenge (instead of using a separate fund).
Baccalaureate:  No report.
Webmaster:  No report.
County Council:  Miriam Tice reported:
· See attached report.
Reflections:  No report.
· Lauren (Student Rep) is interested in working on “Reflections” program.
Parent Volunteers:  Suzi Hendrix reported:
·  Parent volunteer forms are in the white basket in the office.
Directory:  Mary Kay Jarrett and Kathryn West reported:
· “Great fun entering information.”  Approximately 800 names have been entered thus far.
Lay Advisory:  Cindy Harper reported:
·  Lay Advisory is in a bit of an identity crisis.  There is no Executive Committee.
· 11/15/11 – Meet & Greet your School Board members.
Signal:  Wendy Daniel reported:
· Ist newsletter has been mailed.  One board member already received newsletter.  Information from the newsletter is on the website.
· The next deadline for articles is 10/17/11;  the 2nd newsletter will NOT be mailed if there are no subscription requests.  There is a link on the PTSA website to register to receive the newsletter via mail.
· Ann to ask Webmaster if it’s possible to send the Signal out via e-mail.
Old Business:  Ann Slough reported:
·  Bylaws do not need to be revised until 5/14.  Thank you Becky Akers for volunteering to do this.


New Business:  
·  Cheryl Pacious shared with the Board that Financial Literacy will be MANDATORY in Henrico County – beginning with this year’s freshmen class.  It will only be offered at the “college prep” level.  The curriculum is being written by county social studies and marketing teachers.
Next DSF PTSA Meeting scheduled for November 7, 2011.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting adjourned at 6:20pm by Ann Slough, PTSA President.
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Hollis
DSF PTSA Recording Secretary
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